OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS
bride was placed, and covered entirely with a large
silk shawl. I wondered what was going to happen
next, when suddenly a group of men appeared at
the door. These were the representatives of the
bridegroom, who came to ask formally for the hand
of the bride. They came and stood in front of the
covered-up bride, and called in a loud voice, " Oh,
my daughter, will you consent to be the bride of
this man ?" (naming the bridegroom). This was
repeated six times amidst a silence which could be
felt, all listening for the answer of the bride. On
their repeating the question the seventh time, a
very timid "Balli" (Yes) was heard coming from
the region of the shawl, upon which the commotion
started again with redoubled vigour, in the excite-
ment caused by the acceptance on the part of the
bride of her bridegroom. Of course this was a mere
form, as everything had been arranged long before-
hand. I shocked one good old lady by asking what
would happen if the bride had said " No" instead of
" Yes " to the oft-repeated question !
After receiving this very satisfactory answer to
their inquiries the men went off, and the women
began to prepare the bride for the last and most
important part of the programme—viz. that of taking
her to the home of the bridegroom. They covered
her with a large silk chuddar, and over her head
threw a thick shawl, so that the poor girl could see
nothing, and had to be led and supported on each
side by her proud relatives. The distance between
the two houses might perhaps have taken five minutes
to walk in an ordinary way, but that night we took
quite an hour. The procession was headed by two

